TO THE 4 
D U K FE. 
; CONCERNING 
The Standing FORCE. N eceſſary tO 
keep this KN οοο in a good Poſture 
of Defence. 
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By a Country Gentleman. 


fellers in Town and Country. 


> Fl 


a. 


N OE 
.. d 


'F 


* 


| <- 
” 
. 7 
7 
1 
4 * 
. 
. * 
. . wear * 
W 2 * ö Ur 
ee 2 oo Oe 'y > o fo x * F | | 
m_—_ 4” » 7 «4 7 — 
- 5 nt X . 29 W by - * 
- 9 . l 
* - © Vs 
” 
* 7 d % = $4 
77 * | F 1 Wn 
„ PY T | 1 
4 7 — „% „ To - 1. 
99 20 A * 
r : + << we 
— * . 
* 5 „ 1 . 4 
* 
= - Fa 
o* * 
1 922 oe 4 
C * 
« * '*3 
e 9 - - > wa *« 
ws 4 2 8 <4 
$ | * * 
. v 
1 9 : . N 
— 2 ; 1 
$ * : N 2 
1 * 7 * * wt a... oc 
6 3 Fee — 
-- 
9 - ew - 
* ee 'Y ' \ 1 $ Y 
" # o "- q * i * * » 
* 7 - 1 — * 4 - 4 
: 
* . — 4 bd _ % 
i * * 
om * * — : 8 # 1 — % 4 4 * x 
— 7 * * 1 \ 5 * 
0 * v 1 14 4 0 ds N 22 
* * o 239333 — — _— — * 
. - 
* -» 
* * 
- * 1 / 14 _ Ws - *. T5. 4 
* 1 — . — * ” * * * : 0 
by > 4 "Y « : 1 4 7 & . wo 1 — * — 4s w# „ 
o * * . 7 — 
1 * 4 * as a 
f a # + 1 47 - #4 W „ 
- — — „ a 
a * 7 FY 
- 9 1 + % as 
Fa CY w3 [1 
; ' 1 * ” 
| c ad «<< # L & * — 
. _—_ 4 
7 = . %” N 
: 7 | ö | . 
L n . . 1 
1 ® . ; KEE, 43 E . 
; - 1 # 
= WM * % 
* . 0 \ 
h C2 \ 72 
. Bo * 
* 4 1 
- 
1 
” > X 
* - . 
? a 22 9 % 
* * - 5 oy __— 
-, * * 2 . 8 
. ” © * n 
* = * » 
* F 4 - % 3 Y oy © 
A 7 ' 7 
. * CT 
25 * 2 * * * I 
* 6 1 
F - W : * 
* * 
* 2 * = "; 
*.Y 
* 4 | F 
- A N 47 
1 A 
* = \ * . 
. * 4 
eh 
. * 
” „ s 47 
dess“ 
. 2 Sn 
CY 
89 4 _ „ „„ N * If. , gon, ws , Þ 
. e 9 * R "oy. 1 * P 3 7 if WM. - [LETT 7 * 
. — © " . * * 2 2 * > þ& 7 2 4 Ts 7 2 of * 
»A © * 4 "3 F 3 "IF 4 £* 7 # 1 4 , p ISI 3- © YG. PI * <> + 
IT N . „ „ . 14 PE 29 2 
- 4 - 


- 
% 


Y 


» * 
1 * 
* 


4 NN 
141 3001 vd WIE 7 3 i 


* 


= 
* X 
*2\® \{s 


; 1 
CY 4. 


oy. Bots r ; ., 
Ne! B Ger 4 1 2 21 


* 


—ů— — —U— E — Uoo—m—s 


F * OT 1. 1 


. 


ERS 2 . — 


2c 


. To THE 
.D: UK. . | 


SIR, 


F ind ray ſelf under an irceſiſtable Impulſe to addreſs your- 


Highneſs concerning the Military, and ſome other im- 
portant Points, at this critical Conjundture; N 


That the Kingdom ſhould be in a good poſture al Dulſiice 
at all Times, and eſpecially at this Time, there can be no 
Doubt. That the Order and Direction of that Defence, next 

and immediately under his moſt Sacred Majeſty your Royal 
Father, can be truſted to no Hands more properly and ſafe- 


ly, than thoſe. of your Royal Aenne to ar I heartily and 
ſincerely ſubſcribe. 


But whether this Defence wilt be beſt provided for by a 
National Mulitia, or by a Standing Army of Regular Troops, 
with the Aſſiſtance of our Allies the Heffans, Hanoverians, 
Sc. (Foreign Troops, of which the Engliſh will always be 
JFalous) «A cle Points much may be ſaid. 


But here 1 am aware, it may be ſaid to me; by fre of the. 
Courtiers, Sir, your Advice was not asked; and it is very 
_ improper for you to offer it of your own accord: And you 


B. | | Mould | 


* 


OT 


mould be 1 to RY that in Matters of State, no one 
mould preſume to give his Opinion, without being properly 
call'd to it. This, I know, has been the Language of Stateſ- 
men; but with humble Submiſſion, this Language can be 
uſeful only to bad Miniſters in Defence of bad Meaſures 


And however haughtily they may ſpeak this ſort of Language 
in Times of Safety, when in the Fulncks of their Power ; yet 
the Cafe will be different in Time of Danger, and this way of 
Speaking will not become them ſo well; eſpecially when the 
Danger becomes imminent. If wrong Meaſures ſhould prevail, 
wrong Steps be taken, and evil Conſequences enſue; Thoſe, 
who now {it the higheſt, will have the greateſt Fall. 


He therefore who thinks he ſees any ſuch Proſpect, or any 
great probability that this may be the Caſe, is no good Sub- 
ject, no well Wiſher to youFů,P Royal Highneſt, to the King 
and his illuſtrious Houſe, if he ſits ſtill IS ſees the . 
Evil, without endeavouring to prevent, or ſhew*- how he 
ooncei ves it may be ed. 


Your Highneſs may be reaſpnelily' ſuppoſed, « 2 Rrongly 
prejudiced againſt all Thoughts of a National Militia, and the 


very mentioning of it may perhaps be diſguſting to you t It 


3s the Intereſt of all thoſe about your Highneſs, or they ' fancy 
that ĩt is their Intereſt not to nr honeſt Truth, in 
theſe Points, whateyer they think, 


1t is generally the great Misfortune of Princes, to have only 
ſel f intereſted Men and Flatterers come near eur iy. anne 
ever M ould go about to ſhew then their on true Intereſt; or 
convince them of any dangerons Miſtake they are under, il 
not only be likely to get Nothing for his Trouble; but it is 
well if he be not a 0 $9 for wet Bs in, 


The Hiſtaniesi 75 all ROMA oa all Nations, will furniſh 
your Highneſs with dufficicat Proof of this. Wo 


"1 


OE! tA Ka, 

As therefore, Thoſe who come near your Highneſs will not 
be likely to deal fairly in this Reſpect, or are under Prejudices 
themſel ves; and Thoſe who would be glad to ſet theſe Points 


honeſtly in a' right Light before you, cannot haye Acceſs to 
your Royal Perſon :. Wt: r 


Full of a well- meaning Zeal for my Country, for the King 
and all the Royal Family, for your Highneſs's own Honour 
and Intereſt ; full of this laudable Zeal, I will lay before your 
Highneſs ſome Arguments to proye, that a National Militia 
would be a ſafer Meaſure, a more ſure and certain Security 
and Defence for the King and Royal Family, as well as for 
the People of this Nation; than any Army of Regulars; or 
any Number of Foreigners, that can poſſibly be raiſed, or 
brought in, or. ſupported and maintained in this Kingdom. 


Thaye heard a great deal that has been ſaid to puff up the 
Honour and Glory of a Standing Army : Regular Forces, well 
diſciplined Troops, and all that; and to ſink the very Name 
of the Militia into Contempt; Taylors, Plowmen, Ec. an un- 
diſciplin'd Rabble, a headleſs Mob, and fo forth: But I 
have never heard one good Argument to prove, that Merce- 
nary Troops, Men compell'd to ſerve for Six-pence: per Day 
(of which, as I am told, they have not above Four-pence, or 
Four-pence Half-penny per Day for their Subſiſtance) will 
fight with more Courage, than Tradeſmen and Countrymen 
who have ſome Property of their own to fight for. 


And for the Diſcipline :—=Why ſhould we think, or imagine 
that ſuch poor Creatures, who enter into the Service, becauſe 
they know not what to do with themſelves ; or poor unfor- 
tunate young Men, who are inyeigled and drawn in, by thoſe 
who are in already, and like Decoy-Ducks are made uſe of to 
draw in others: Why ſhould we ſuppoſe that ſuch Men as 
theſe are more apt and docile to learn the Diſcipline, than 
Plowmen, Thraſhers, or Tradeſmen? a 1 
ut 


85 | 
But it is Taid, that, to make a Militia ſerviceable, you muſt 
ive the Officers Powers; ſuch Powers as Freemen will be un- 


willing to ſubmit to: Powers inconſiſtent with Liberty : lo 
fhort you muſt put them under the Martial Law. 


This is the ſtrong Argument, which the Military Man, or 
rather the Courtier, always makes uſe of upon this Occaſion: 
And it is This indeed in which (even in his own Way of think- 
ing, at leaſt in his Way of fpeaking) his great Strength ſeems 
to lye ; and therefore if he ſhould be deprived of This, and 
have it taken away from him, He would become weak,and like 
min mane © e re 


Let us ſee then if we can unravel this knotty Point, explain 
and ſhew the Falacy of this Argument. And we ſhall cer- 
tainky find; that it is buitt upon a falfe Foundation; It is con- 
trary to Reaſon. and Experience, and there is no Truth in it, 


Firſt then, this Argament proves too much, via. That Men 
Have more Honour, Courage, — and Capacity to learn any 
Thing; when they are reduced to a, State af Slavery, than 
while they are Free- Men. Surely, a ſtrange Paradox. _ 


But the Truth of the whole Argument is no more than 
this. In the Time of War, when you are actually invaded, 
your Militia muſt be put under Martiat Law; and the Gene- 
rals, Officers, &c. muſt be inveſted with Powers, deſpotick, 
abſolute. This is granted; But we. will venture to affirm, 
that theſe extraordinary Powers, in Time of Peace, are, odious 
and deteſtable, utterly unneceſfary, and moreover pernicious 
and deſtructive to Liberty, — |, r OTE | 


Now theſe are two Points, clear. and diſtinct in themftlves;; 
But which Courtiers, Miniſters of State, and Officers of the 
Army, affect to confound and puzzle together; and in this. 
Confuſion, lyes the whole Falacy of their Argument. 

In. 


= 


ET 

In the Time of War, Men of Property, Lovers of Liberty, 
do willingly ſubmit to a Power which they know to be then 
abſolutely neceſſary for {elf Preſervation: But this hateful 
Power: is very unwillingly ſubmitted to in Time of Peace, 
when it is not neceſſary; and it then renders the Perſons of thoſe - 
who exerciſe it odious, to every one, that is compelled to 
fubmit to it. And it is well known, that Soldiers who have 
been any length of Time under this laviſh Diſcipline, are 
often wiſhing cagerly for an Opportunity to deftroy their Of- 
ficers : And when ſuch Opportunity offers, they are more 
ready to turn their Arms againſt their own Tyrants, than againſt... 
the Enemies of their Country. 


Almoſt all Mankind are fond of Power; tho' but few, very. 
few know howto make a wiſe and good Uſe of it. 


Obedience to Command is, in theſe modern Times, eſteemed 
the higheſt of all Military Vertues, and in Time of Peace more. 
than even in War; This is the greateſt Recommendation of 
either Soldier or Officer. For tho' Valour or Courage is gene- 
rally confider'd as the chief Military Vertue, yet this is not ſo 


certain and apparent as. Obedience in Time of Peace. All. 


Qfficers would be thought Men of great Honour and Courage; 
But the Tryals of their Valour do not ſo often occur, as thoſe 
ot their Submiſſion to their Superiours. 


And the Couttiers and Officers of the Army are prepoſſeſſed 
of an Opinion, that a blind Obedience to Supertonrs, and a 


rgorens Exerciſe of Power over Inferiours, is the beſt Support 
of Government, and the certain Means to keep the Power in 


their own Hands. But Courtiers have been ſometimes miſtaken - - 


in this Point, and the Standing Force which they. imagined 


their greateſt Security, has turned againſt them, and brought 
them to Deſtruction. How many Inſtances: of this might be... 


pointed out in Hiſtory. | | 


— 
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But to give a direct and full Anſwer to the Military Man, 
or rather to the Courtier's ſtrong Argument, That there can be 
no well diſciplined Army, but under the deſpotick Govern- 
ment of Martial Law, in Fime of Peace. Will they ſay, 
that Men cannot be brought to learn the Military Step, and 
the Soldiers Exerciſc, but under the Terrour of Laſhes or more 
dreadful Puniſhments:: E 0 hey may as well ſay, that one can- 
not learn to Dance, to Fence. or play at Quarter-ſtaff, without 
being under the deſpotick Power of Martial Law. 


But I ſay, this Arguinent muſt be falſe, as it is contrary to 
the known Experience of all Ages; for, in Fact, as brave 
Soldiers and as good Armies as ever were in the World, have 
been compoſed of Free Men, and trained and diſciplined with- 
out the Terrour of that dreadful Power which is now con- 
tended for. He muſt be very ignorant in the Knowledge of 
paſt Times, who will ſay to the contrary ; ſince the Hiſtories 
of all Nations from the carlieſt Times to the laſt and preſent 
Age, will furniſh him with numberleſs. Inſtances to prove it. 


The Romans in the beſt Time of their Commonwealth, 
were all Free Men, yet they were as brave Soldiers as any 
now in Europe, all train'd and diſciplined even while they 
were Free Men, Plowmen, Tradeſmen, Sc. When the Con- 
ſuls drew them out for War, They took the Military Oaths, 
they ſubmitted to Martial Law, and inſtantly became an 
pe 64 of Regulars: At the End of the Campain, they were 
generally diſcharged, -became Free .Men, and again returned 
to their Plow and their working Tools. 


Now, for any one to ſay that the Times are altered, and 
what, might be done by Romans formerly, can't be done by 


us now; is weak and trifling, and only de the Igno- 
rance of thoſe who. talk ſo, 


Let 


18. 


Let the Times, and Cuſtoms, and Manners change, and 
alter and turn as they may; yet human Nature is ſtill the 
ſame, and has been the ſame in all Ages, and will be the ſame 
. to'the End of the World. 


Will any Man then ay that an 0 of brave and effec 
tive Men, might not now be drawn ont of a well trained 
_ Militia, in this Nation (if ſuch Militia did now exiſt) and 
that ſuch an Army would not be as good an Army of Regulars 
as any under the Sun? Whoever faysTo, muſt have either 

a very wrong Head or a 8 Heart. 


We know when our Militia firſt began to be lighted ; and 
we know why the then Governments fooliſhly thought 
that a ſtanding Army of Regulars would be more * 
more dependant than a. Militia. 


The Family of the Starts all-unhappily blundered upon 
this fatal Stumbling Stone. FN 


It is remarkable inthe Courſe of our Engliſh Hiſtory, that 
the beſt and wiſeſt of our Kings have always thought the 
Militia a ſafe and ſure Reſource in all Times of Danger : But 
bad Miniſters, under weak Princes, ' have been jealous of the 
Militia, and ſhewn themſelves more fond of Regulars, and 
foreign Forces: But ſuch Prigces have e been Sufferers 


by ſuch wrong Meaſures. 


But to go no farther back than Q. Eliz. in whoſe Time the 
Militia was trained and well diſciplined, 


% 


Her Succefſor James I. was terribly afraid of War, and 
therefore neither he nor his Courtiers were for keeping up the 
Dikighor of the Militia, | 

Charles I. 


ken 


1 I. 1 the Begin of his Reign * Amed at 
abſolute Power; it is no Wonder therefore that his bad Mini- 
ſters in Support of their bad Meaſures, were more inclined to 
Standing Armies, than the Conſtitutional Militia. Howeyer. 
the Militia recovered: their Diſeipline and their Courage ; beat 
1 . and _ brought that unhappy. King's Head to the 


And yet hig Sans, not wiſe enough: to take Warning by bis: 
Misfortunes, again ſunk the Militia into Contempt, and 
ew d their Fondneſs for mercenary Regulars : But had Thoſe | 
Princes had: the true Intereſt of their Country more at Heart; 
They would have employ” d better Miniſters, purſued better; 
Meaſures, Thew'd a little Truſt and Confidence in their own. 
People, and-it. would have been much better ſor them. 


Some Princes well diſpoſed to be good Men, have been 
weak enough to be miſled by bad Miniſters againſt their own 
Intereſt, For the private ti of Miniſters, (or what they 
have fancied to be their. Intereſt). has often heen directly op- 
poſite and repugnant to the Intereſt of their Royal Maſter. 
And Courtiers ſeldom regard any Body or. any Thing, any. 
farther. than juſt. what they can get hy them. Their. Vie w is. 
to keep their Places as long as, they can, and get- as much as. 
they can by them. Hiſtory informs your Highneſs what Poli- 
ticians and Courtiers have been in all Ages; and be afſured,: 
They will be the ſame to the End of the World. 


How, many. Inſtances. might. we; produce. in our Hiſtory, 
fince Q. Eliz. when the private and ſelf. intereſted Views of. 
the Miniſters and Courtiers have been directly contrary, ut- 
terly repugnant to the Intereſt of their hrince, and his Camily: 
And: how ſome Miniſters have intruded themſelves into their 
Maſter's Service is ſo well known, that I need ſay no more of 


them juſt now. 
I. will: 
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I will offer to your Highneſs's Conſideration, a few Words 
of Sir Milliam Temple's, in the Concluſion of a Letter to the 
Duke of Ormond, written ia October 1673, upon a critical 

Conjuncture, at that Time. ; 1 9 


« Thus much (ys he) is certain, that whatever Means 
ce will reſtore, or raiſe the Credit of his Majeſty's Govert= 
« ment at Home, will do it Abroad too: For a King of Eng- 
« land at the Head of his Parliament and People, and in their 
© Hearts and Intereſts, can never fail of making what Figure 
he pleaſes in the World, nor of being fate and eaſy at 
«© Home; and may deſpiſe all the Deſigns of factious Men, 
« who can only make themſelves conſidered by ſeeming to be 
re in the Intereſt of the Nation, when the Court ſeems to be 
c out of it. But in running on Councels contrary to the 
«« general Humour and Spirit of the People, the King indeed 
«© may make his Miniſters great Subjects, but they can never 
* make him a great Prince. 


I will beg leave to make a Remark or two upon this 
Paſſage, taken from this able Politician, this great and good 
Man, too good to be a Courtier in thoſe bad Times. 


He ſays a © King of England at the Head of his Parlia- 
ment and PEOPLE, and in their HEARTS and INTE- 
RESTS, Ce. 


This would make the King great and powerful indeed, 
And this is a Truth confirm'd by our Hiſtory, it has been ſo 
or Ages paſt, and it will be fo for Ages to come. 


But the Miniſters of a King of England, may, by certain 
Ways and Means, gain a Majority in Parliament to concut in 
- thoſe Meaſures in which the Hearts and Intereſts of the People 
are not with them; and in this Caſe, however thoſe Miniſters 
may by their Cabals and ſubtil * cobble * 

0 


(2) 


to keep Things together juft for the i and ſbme of 


thoſe Miniſters may be made great Subjects, as Sir Willgh 
Temple Tays,. and have much to ſquander, away in Luxury. 
But that King of England will not be fo fafe and eaff at 
Home, nor ſo powerful Abroad, as if the Hearts and Intereſts. 
of his People were entireiy with the Meaſures of his Minjfters. 


It may be asked, how is it poſſible, in a Nation where there 
are Parties and Factions, that the King's Miniſters can haye 
the Hearts and Intereſts of the Peopſe entirely wit them? 
Upon this Point I ſhall addreſs ſome farther Obſervations to 
your Highneſs in a ſhort Time. And I do not doubt but I 
Mall be able to ſhew, not only that this may be done; but 
that it is the moſt certain, ſafe and honourable Method, both 
for the King, the Minifters, and the People alfo, 


* the meantime, Tall only offer it to your Highneſs J Elios | 


Conſideration, whether the true Intereſt of the King and Royal 
F amily, the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, and your High- 
neſs's own Intereſt in particular, would not be better pro- 
vided for, and more firmly fecurèd; whether your own 
Glory, Greatneſs and Power might not "bk more conſiderable 
at the Head of an Hundred and Sixty Thouſand of our own 
Conſtitutional Militia, and which might upon any extraordi- 
nary Emergency, be augmented to two Hundred Thouſand, 

or a yet greater Number, all brave and free Engliſh Men, 

moſt of them Men who have fome Property to defend; And 
with ſach Generals and Officers to whom His Majeſty, by 
your Highneſs's Recommendation, may be pleaſed to rant 
his Commiſſons. 


Lay it is worthy your Highnefs's ſerious Conſideration, 
whether you will not be greater, "at. the' Head of ſuch an 
Army, than any Number of mercenary, abject Slayes, or 
foreign Forces, that can poſſibly be kept up, and maintained 
dy all the Wealth of this Kingdom. 

And 
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And then a ſufficient Number of Seamen might be kept 
up, and the Navy well provided for, and not neglected as it 
has been in ſome Time paſt, almoſt to the Ruin of the King- 
dom, ; | 


I ſhall at this Time conclude myſelf without any farther 
Apology, 


YouR { 
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June 4, 1756. 
ROYAL HIGHNESS's 
Moſt Faithful 


Humble Seryant, 


ec 


„ Country GENTLEMAN. 
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